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Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games
“I know the biggest thing about this
win was that I had the best horse at the
horse show. I know that,” McCutcheon
said. “For sure, it takes a guy who can
go show one at this level, but there are
a lot of guys who can do that. Aside
from the fact that our flag was on the
highest pole, this win was about my
horse. He’s been a superstar horse his
whole life with a lot of second places.
I was really glad that he could get what
he deserved.”
The highs and lows in this business
are polar opposites, and in the last year,
McCutcheon felt both extremes.
“A year ago at this point in time, I
was ready to walk away from this industry,” he said. “My hip was just so bad I
could hardly sit on a horse. If it hadn’t
changed, I would have walked away for
sure.” McCutcheon had his hip replaced
last December.
“There was a run of emotions, from
probably the lowest that I can ever recall
to the highest.” He credits the highest
emotions to the miracles of modern
medicine and a great horse.
Gunners Special Nite came to
McCutcheon last spring.
“He’s a good horse that was very
broke when I got him,” he said, complimenting Ver Meer. “I started riding
him in April and took him to some
schooling shows. Like always, no matter
who you get one from, there are a few
changes to be made. But it didn’t take
very long.”
Owner Willeman’s name is well
known in the show jumping world.
And that’s how she got to ride with
McCutcheon. Willeman and Mandy
McCutcheon (Tom’s wife) have been
friends since the days when NRHA’s
only woman and non-pro One Million
Dollar Rider flew over fences.
“Sarah started showing interest in
reiners about five years ago,” Tom said.
“She bought a reiner to have some fun
on, liked it and decided to get more into
it at a higher level. So she jumped right
in. Lucky for me.”
Mister Montana Nic and Schmersal
scored a 223 for second place and
the silver medal. At age 12, Mister
Montana Nic was the “senior citizen” at
the medal podium.
The stallion came to Craig and
Ginger Schmersal as a yearling. With
Craig riding, he was seventh in the
2001 NRHA Futurity and earned
$29,951, according to Equi-Stat. In
2003, Schmersal and Mister Montana
Nic added $20,000 to their resumé.
Then, in 2004, they earned $42,346.
2006 was an off year; the horse was
shown twice to $8,052.
In 2010, Ericka Smith showed
Mister Montana Nic in Rookie classes
and qualified for the Rookie of the Year
competition. He was also shown by
Schmersal in the USEF Selection Trial
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Gunners Special Nite and Tom McCutcheon made the “nite” special for everyone when they scored a 228 for the FEI Individual World
Championship gold.

(Left) Mister Montana Nic was the “senior citizen” on Team USA. The 12-year-old stallion, ridden by Craig Schmersal, earned the Individual
silver medal. (Right) Team Canada’s Dun Playin Tag and Duane Latimer were intense and in synch when they scored a 222.5 for the
Individual bronze.

in OKC. That’s how he qualified for the
WEG. What a tribute to both Craig
and Ginger Schmersal’s training and
maintenance program. Kudos!
“The highlight for me was walking
into that big arena with all the people
cheering,” Schmersal said. “I asked for
110 percent and he delivered. It was
pretty special for him to come through
for me like he did.”
Team Canada’s Duane Latimer,
the 2006 WEG Individual Reining
World Champion with Hangten
Surprize, rode Dun Playin Tag (Whiz
N Tag Chex x Brennas Dunit Fancy
x Hollywood Dun It) to the Bronze
medal.
“I was really happy with my horse
today,” Latimer said. “The ground was
really great, and everyone was scream-

ing so hard – that really makes it fun to
show. If I had it to do over again, could I
have done a little bit better? Absolutely.
But overall, I’m really happy.”
Latimer referred to himself as basically a catch rider for this neat horse.
He didn’t start riding Dun Playin
Tag until after the National Reining
Breeders Classic (NRBC) last April,
where Samantha Griffin placed second
in the Derby Non-Pro.
“The decision was made [to qualify for the WEG] after the NRBC,”
Latimer said. “I knew I would be competitive here. He’s shown he could compete with the best. He definitely lived
up to my expectations.”
What? No medal for Flarida and RC
Fancy Step?
Their run started in the plus column

all the way. After their first set of big,
fast circles, RC Fancy Step put on
the brakes for the transition. After an
equipment malfunction that left his
left stirrup useless, Flarida grabbed the
saddle horn to maintain his balance – a
five-point penalty per judge.
“I was really disappointed for the
horse,” Flarida said. “But you can’t let
that stuff get you down. After a huge
loss, I heard Dallas Cowboy coach
Jimmy Johnson tell his team that the
highs are never as high as they seem,
and the lows are never as low as they
seem. I try to remember that after every
major win, and I try to remember that
after a disappointment like this.”
Flarida is the reining industry’s leading competitor and is the NRHA’s only
Three Million Dollar Rider. n
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