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Special Edition
Paints shine in the
international spotlight
at the 2010 World
Equestrian Games.
By jeannie blancq putney
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More than half a million people came to Lexington,
Kentucky, to watch the 16-day event, which occurs every
four years. Marking the first time the WEG has taken place
outside of Europe, spectators came from all 50 U.S. states
and more than 55 countries to cheer on 632 athletes and 752
horses competing on behalf of 58 countries.
Colonels Nite Special, a 2004 sorrel solid stallion, was
ridden by National Reining Horse Association (NRHA)
Million Dollar Rider Tom McCutcheon to help the
United States take home their third consecutive team gold.
McCutcheon and “Bailey” then went on to win the individual
gold, besting 63 competitors from 22 nations. Guillermo
Recio competed his 2000 sorrel overo stallion “Charro” for
Spain and enjoyed his first WEG experience, which only
whet his appetite for more!

Spanish flavor

Competing on a regular basis against top competitors in
the U.S. helped Recio and Charro prepare for their debut at
the World Equestrian Games. The pair has won several Open
events and were ready for the stiff competition they faced.
Part of the enjoyment for the Petaluma, California, horseman
was the variety of backgrounds he was introduced to at this
type of competition.
“The added international flavor added a unique feel to the
WEG and made it a truly unique experience,” he said.
In addition to riding as one of two individuals for the
Spanish reining team, Recio had the added responsibility
of acting as the chef d’equipe for the Spanish reining team,
which meant there was little time for sight seeing.
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Charro—who was sired by NRHA Hall-of-Famer Smart
Chic Olena AQHA and out of Bonnie Smoke, a top reined
cow horse producer—got down to business with a solid
pattern, riding during the second day of team competition.
“He’s a really nice horse,” Recio said. “He is a monster
stopper, and he felt really good. The biggest challenge with
him—because he was trained as a cow horse—is that he has a
lot of power, much more than the reiners. You have to really
balance that riding, taking the edge off that power while
keeping the horse.”
Still bringing his horse back to optimum fitness following a
tendon injury sustained in late 2008, Recio was pleased with
Charro’s efforts.
“He was really good on the spins,” he said. “However that
is one of the things where maybe we haven’t recovered 100
percent from the injury, because we’re being really careful
bringing him back up. He’s a much better spinner than what
he showed here today.”
After their ride, the judges held the pair’s score for review
before returning a 194.5. The pair did not make the cut off
to go on to the individual competition but were still quite
proud of their results.
“It was an incredible experience and worth all the hard
work and sacrifices it took us to get there,” he said. “Charro
is a trooper. He handled everything very calmly, including
four days hauling from California to Kentucky and back. I
am incredibly proud of him.”
Although four years is a long time to wait for the next
WEG—which will take place in Normandy, France—Recio
says he is already thinking about the possibility of returning
with Charro.
“We are going to certainly put it in our long range plan,”
he said. “All we have learned at this WEG is going to make
us a force to be considered in Normandy.”
One of his fondest memories from these Games is walking
with his wife in the opening ceremonies. He also enjoyed
cheering on Spanish dressage teammate Juan Munoz and
Fuego XII, who made it all the way to the dressage freestyle
finals and were definitely crowd favorites. Three words sum
up the entire experience for Recio.
“It was amazing,” he said.

Guillermo Recio
and Bonnies Smart
Chic earned a 194.5
score at the WEG and
are already looking
forward to the 2014
WEG in France.
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hen the sun set on
the 2010 Alltech FEI
World
Equestrian
Games™ (WEG), the United States
clutched eight medals earned in four
of the eight FEI disciplines. Three
were gold—two of which were won
by the incredibly talented Paint reiner
Colonels Nite Special. A second
Paint—Bonnies Smart Chic—also
made an impressive run for the medals
against the best reiners in the world.
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After finishing third overall in the team competition to help the
U.S. earn gold, Colonels Nite Special and Tom McCutcheon
scored a 228 to win the individual reining gold medal.

“Bailey” and McCutcheon’s gold-medal performances at the
WEG brought the Paint Horse breed worldwide exposure.
“He’s a superstar,” McCutcheon said.

courtesy fei

McCutcheon is no stranger to WEG competition. A top
NRHA exhibitor from Aubrey, Texas, McCutcheon was a
member of the gold medal winning team at the 2002 WEG
and was the event’s individual silver medalist. In 2006, he
was a WEG team alternate, and last year, McCutcheon won
the Kentucky Cup, a test event for the 2010 WEG on the
Paint mare Darlins Not Painted.
Though this event marked Bailey’s inaugural WEG
performance, the 6-year-old stallion seemed poised to make
a splash. A son of NRHA Hall-of-Famer and $2 million
sire Colonels Smokingun and out of NRHA money-earner
Mifs Doll, Bailey placed second at the Battle in the Saddle
Event with McCutcheon, the qualifying event for the United
States WEG reining team held in July. In 2007, Bailey was
the NRHA Futurity Open reserve champion with Marcy
Ver Meer.
At the 2010 WEG, Bailey and McCutcheon entered the
arena for the first time on the second day of competition,
along with Team USA’s anchor, Shawn Flarida. When they
completed NRHA pattern six, the duo took over second
place with a 224.
“He walked in there real quiet,” McCutcheon said. “I was a
little concerned when I walked in. It’s kind of loud music and
a new pen. He felt hooked up when I walked in there, and
then it felt like he turned good. It felt like he did everything
really good. I kind of screwed up my last stop just a little
bit. I ran him a little bit further than I should have, but that
wasn’t his fault. That was my fault.
“I feel like riding that horse is like cheating a little bit,” he
said. “He’s just such a great horse. Sometimes you walk out
of there patting yourself on the back and really thinking you
did a great job, but that horse just makes me look good. He’s
easy. He’s a superstar.”
McCutcheon was relieved to log a good score in the team
competition and says he was only slightly nervous.
“With a horse like that, you’re not as nervous as some
others but you still feel the pressure of ‘If I screw up, it’s
because I screwed up.’ I don’t feel like I did anything special.
I just let him do what he does.”
Finishing in third place overall in the team competition,
Bailey guaranteed himself a spot in the individual finals along
with 19 other top finishers. NRHA pattern 10 was chosen
for the individual finals—it got the crowd pumped early, as
exhibitors entered the arena at a gallop and sent dirt flying
with their sliding stops. Bailey was on fire from his very first
stop until he walked out of the arena.
“For me, to start a pattern on that, it starts everything off
right, McCutcheon said. “He stopped really strong, and I
knew he felt hooked up, so I let him drop the hammer and
go. Everything that I wanted him to do, he was there. He
felt like he got stronger and stronger. I was really happy with
him today. I knew he was pretty special today. I felt pressure,
for sure, because I wanted to do him justice. He’s a great
little horse.”

courtesy fei

Gold times two

In addition to Team USA’s Paint Horse connections, silverearning Team Belgium included Ann Poels Fonck, who rode
Gunspinner at the 2010 NRHA European Futurity. Marco
Ricotta—who won a 2009 APHA World Show championship
on Diamond Chic Tari—was part of the bronze-medalist
Italian team.
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“We’ve had such a tremendous
response from the Paint Horse
industry, and we’re very excited to
become more involved with that
part of the business.The Paint
Horse owners who have contacted
us have been so nice, and we’re
pleased that Bailey is such a great
ambassador for the breed.”
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Bailey and McCutcheon worked third to last in the order of
go and laid down a score of 228 that could not be beat.
“Today—aside from having our flag be the highest one on
the pole—it was about my horse,” McCutcheon said. “He’s
been a superstar horse his whole life that’s had a lot of second
places, and I’m really glad for him that he could get here.”
Owner Sarah Willemann of Gloucester, Massachusetts,
could not have been more excited for Bailey.
“I thought his performance on the team day was stand-out,
and of course he went a little faster today because this is it,”
she said. “This is the big one. Every time he hits those stops,
he slides so far and is so athletic. Everything clicked. The
combination of smoothness and precision and really impressive
big maneuvers was really amazing. It’s one of those amazing
performances, and I am so happy that it happened here.”
Although she has a background in jumpers and still owns
some warmbloods, Willemann has become more and more
interested in reining. However, she has yet to ride Bailey.
“Since we got him, we’ve been really focused on getting
him here,” she said. “I didn’t want to get on just for fun and
interfere with what Tom was doing. But for sure I’ll sit on him
at some point. He’s as quiet as can be. A lot of them are much
quieter than the warmbloods that I’m used to. He can show
a little bit of his stallion side now and then, but he’s so well
behaved. He’s just as quiet as can be.”
Bailey should have six babies on the ground in 2011, which
excites both Willemann and McCutcheon.
“We’ve had a lot of interest in him already,” she said.
“We bought him so late in the breeding season last year.
I thought we were just going to bring him home and breed
him to a few of our mares and some of the other ones that are
under Tom’s management and then really promote him next
year. We’ve just had an amazing amount of interest already.
Even before this happened, we were really optimistic about
the number of followers he had and the amount of interest
in him, but of course now this is just as much as we could
hope for.”
Following the WEG, Bailey was treated to some muchdeserved time off.
“He’s still young, and clearly—as he showed today—he’s
a phenomenal show horse,” Willemann said. “He doesn’t do
any of those things that older show horses start to do where
they anticipate the pattern, and he still just tries as hard as he
can. I think we’re going to carefully choose our competitions
and try to keep it going a little bit.”
Bailey’s victories have helped increase worldwide awareness
about the Paint Horse breed, and McCutcheon says he’s looking
forward to increasing his participation in the Paint industry.
“We’ve had such a tremendous response from
the Paint Horse industry, and we’re very excited to
become more involved with that part of the business,”
McCutcheon said. “The Paint Horse owners who have
contacted us have been so nice, and we’re pleased that
Bailey is such a great ambassador for the breed.” A�
To comment on this article, e-mail feedback@apha.com.

A splash of color at WEG
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Paint breeder Phillip Whiteman Jr. (second from left) helped bless
the WEG grounds during the opening ceremonies and showcased
the Medicine Wheel model with the help of a flashy Paint Horse.

Lynn Palm’s daily exhibitions aboard Rugged Painted Lark (above
left) combined elements of reining, dressage and jumping—a
great showcase of the breed’s versatility. Equine Extremist Tommie
Turvey (above right) took center stage each day with his tobiano
trick horses.
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In addition to the two Paints in the competition
arena, other members of the APHA family were
also actively involved in the World Equestrian
Games festivities. APHA member and judge
Andrea Simons of Aubrey, Texas, served as a
scribe to one of the reining judges throughout
the competition. Ann Poels Fonck competed for
the Belgium team and helped them to a team
bronze medal—Belgium’s first WEG reining
medal. Fonck is involved with Paint Horses at
all levels; earlier in 2010, she piloted the 2006
sorrel overo stallion Gunspinner to the NRHA
European Futurity Open Level 3 championship
as well as a reserve Level 4 title. Also on the
medals podium, APHA exhibitor Marco Ricotta
competed in his second WEG and helped Italy
earn its third WEG team bronze medal.
“Just being a part of the WEG was an
unforgettable experience,” Ricotta said. “It was
an honor to ride on the Italian team and be a part
of something so prestigious and monumental.
The sport of reining has grown incredibly over
the years, and it has been exciting to see some
great Paint Horses become a huge part of that.”
An APHA World Show exhibitor, Ricotta won
the 2009 3-Year-Old Reining Futurity aboard
the 2006 sorrel overo mare Diamond Chic Tari.
He hopes to return to the WEG in Normandy,
possibly aboard a Paint Horse.
Paint Horses were also prevalent in the
WEG’s Equine Village and during the event’s
opening ceremony. Paint Horse breeder Phillip
Whiteman Jr. of Lame Deer, Montana, blessed
the World Equestrian Games competition
grounds. Lynn Palm and Rugged Painted Lark,
a 1997 bay tobiano gelding, educated and
wowed crowds with their daily bridleless musical
exhibitors that featured elements of reining,
dressage and jumping. Tommie Turvey brought
his Paint Horses—the 1992 bay tobiano Poker
Face Joe and the black tobiano brothers Super
Intimidator and Iza Intimidator Too, age 2 and
11, respectively—to showcase their multiple
Equine Extremist acts. The California Cowgirls
also performed their drill team demonstrations
each day and used many Paints as part of their
program. They included the 1987 sorrel tobiano
mare Sunkist Jewel and her 2001 sorrel tobiano
daughter, Kisted A Lotta Hearts; Freckles
Colored Star, a 2006 bay tobiano gelding;
Fresa Delite, a 1999 red roan overo mare; and
Stardusts Pebbles, a 1994 sorrel tovero mare.
“It was a thrill of a lifetime,” said Sarah
Curtis, captain of the California Cowgirls. “It
covered the whole spectrum of our passion
for horses.”

Flashy Paints were the stars of the California Cowgirls’ daily drill
team demonstrations.
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